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SERMON 


PREACHED 
SAtthe FUNERAL of the 
Right Hon®* the Lady 


Frances Paget, 


Thereligious Conſortof the right 
Hon®* Willkam Lord Pacer, 


(Eldeſt Daughter to the Right Honourable Henry 
Earl of Ezoiland, who was beheaded for his 
Loyalty to his King ) 
In the Pariſh-Church of Weſt-Drayton in the 
County of Mzadleſex, on the 12th 
of November, 1672, 


By JTEH# JENNY, M.A. and 
Vicar 'of Harmondſworth, 


LONDON, 


Printed by F. D. for Nevil Simmons at the Princes Arms 
11 St. Paul's Church-yard, 1673- 


at 


UM 


ſ 


JM 


TO THE 
RIGHT - HONOURABLE 


William 
Lord PAGET, Baron of Beaw- 


deſert, Knight of the Honou- 
rable Order of the Bath: &c. 


Ks eng bat your Lnrilfhg 
PIN F Conmands could have ſorced 
BÞ (| into the Light this Diſcourſe 
== of ſo.haſty conception, and 
they give ſome counteiance to the con- 
dence of this Dedication, otherwiſe I 
am too conſcious that nothing of mine can 
deſerve the Patronage of ſogreata Name 


A 2 OC 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


or Title ; nor dol hope for Acceptance | 
of this Service, further than it is a Teſti- 
mony of my Obedience, and bears fome } 
Cthovegh faint )- Characters of- your late | 
dear Conſort. , That thePiety and Vir- 
tue of that;excellent;Lady may ſtill live 
in your Noble amily (of which there 
tre viſible hopes largely promiſing) and | 
conſequently the Bleſſing of it on your | 
Poſterity. reach theutmoit extent. F the 7 
Promiſe to ſuch Obedience, ſhall be a 
conſiderable part of the conſtant Devo- | 
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- | Your Lordſhips moſt 
Obſequions Chaplain® 
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MartrTun. 2.4. 6. 


Bleſſed 1 that Seryant, whom his Lord 
whenhe cometh ſhall find ſo domme. 


IOR Man to know God and himſelf, is the 
Wl Comprehenſion of his whole Duty. The 
Poet could tell us of the latte :, that it is that 
Wiſdom which is from above, £f: om Heaver 
3 heavenly , that which will : canſ-c .cmeut us, 
" have. that happy influencc to "ubC:uai. 


* * info that w! ch i is coeleſtial, make us partakers or thc Dui; 


Nature, ar a at length when we ſhall be ripen'd and Cath: 
ciently refa'd, tranſlate us to the enjoyments of that King;- 
dom. Thus for Man. to underſtand- himſelf, to know what 
he is, will make him new create him what he is not, and 
_ him happy in that degree to which without this know- 
edge he could never attain, And upon this notice, this 
— ton who thirſts not after ſo much Goodneſs, followed 
with ſo great Reward ? who is not impatiently eager on the 
ſtudy of this Philoſophers Stone 2 who will not judge it 
thrifty prodigality to lay out all to purchaſe this Peart of 
ſo great price ? to any conſiderate man this wp muſt needs 
be matter of his higheſt ſatisfaRion, this acquirement is a 
TecOin- 
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--recompence infinitly beyond all his labour and ſeverity : in 
the ſearch after which there is no befooling darkneſs, no 
diſcouraging difficulty, no climbing the Clouds, or crofling 
the Sea iS: it, but this word of Wiſdom isÞnigh thee, Deut. 30, 
I2, 13, 14. *'tis plain and eafie, that- which God hath ſent 
down to us:;nay,which the Son of God,when for us men and 
for our Salvation he came down from Heaven, himſelf hath 
delivered to us, that which in the Text he preach'd to. his 
Diſciples, and in them to us all, in which he hath ſatisfied 
the Plalmiſt's queſtion, bat '# man? what is man, but a 
Servant to the great Lord? and in this given a further re- 
ſolve to-the,inquiry of thoſe Publicans and Sau{dters, Luke 3. 
| and who elle ſhall come with the like caſe, Maſter, what muſt 

ne do? if Servants, what's our work, our imployment 2 He 
informs them, to be deligent in their Office, and to whet 


them to this, he lets them know, that he himſelf will have___ 


an eye over them, and take an account of them, and to en- 
courage them to all this, that as he findes them to be faith- 
ful, ſo ſhall they be looked”by him, enjoy his fayour, the 
fulleſt bleſſedneſs , Blefſed,&5c. 


_ And in this ſhort account, of the words, I have given you 


the Parts of my Text, which are theſe. + 
I. In what capacity man ſtands here, he is a Seryan, 


That Servant, | 
IT. As ſuch, what is his employment, expreſt in theſe 


words, ſo doing. | | 
IL The account will be taken of him, the Lord of the 


family will come to take it himſelf, though it be intimated, 
that the time «hen he will come is very uncertgin, | 
IV. e reward of that” SerFant, that ſhall be found 


faithful and deligent ; Bleſſed 7s that Servant, 
Of each of theſe with as much brevity as the Subje&t 


will allow. I. In 


_ 
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I, In what capacity man ſtands here, he is a Servant?. 
That Servant. God made man, but made him not for nought, 
bur to the excellency of his endowments in the deſign of 
Heaven was proportion'd an employment for him, The 
Schools maintained this Axiome, Quicquid agit, agit prop- 
ter finem, that whatſoever moves in the nature of an Agent, 
deſigns ſomething as the end of its ating. And certainly 
this perfection mult be eminently in the Author of Nature, 
and no end can we define worthy his propoſal, but his own 
Glory in the manifeſtations of his Power, Wiſdom, and 
Gelunts, the moſt learned! Philoſopher and the greate(t 
Divine that ever was in the World, affirms this of the great 
work of Creation, Pro. 16, 4, The Lord hath made all things 
for himfelf : yeaeven the Wicked for the day of evil, That dif 
orderly Tmprofitable part of the Creation Telluris inutile pon- 
dus, as the Poct ſpeaks, the wicked (though God made them: 
not ſo, hemade man upright, and left him #n the hands of bis 
own counſel, as the Son of Sirach, Ecclus.1 5.14. yet) his over- 
ruling Wiſdom makes them ſerve the deſigns of his inflexi- 
ble [uſtice, becai © they will not pay that homage they owe 
to their Make:, but refuſe to be happy, and fo defeat the 


_ purpoics of enthroning his Mercy, therefore he obliges them: 


to wait on the triumph. of his Vengance-as the juſt de- 
merit of their obſtinacy and rebellion, In the 1ſt of Geneſs 
laſt verſe, when the Aluighty ſurveys the workmanſhip of 
his fix dayes creation, he gives his approbation: God 
faw every thing that be bad made, and behold it was wery goed. 
Goodin this reſpe&t among others, in regard of thatthe God 
of order had placed in this large family of the Creation, al- 
lotting each part its ſtation, and aſſigning them operations 
pore. bra to what powers and faculties he had implanted in 
them, ſo that from the Seraphim to the Piſinire there is no 
ercaqgure but what in a larger or leſs capacity is a Seryant of 
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its Crextor, The Philofopher could ſay that all things do 
ſerve in his notion the firſt Being and Cauſe of all things , 
which is one of the meditations of the Royal Plalmiſt, which 
he hath left us, P/al. 119. 89, 90, 91. where he enumerates 
particulars: For ever, 0 Lora, thy Word uu ſetled in Heaven, 
[by Faithfulneſs is upto all Generattons : thou haſt eſtabliſhed the 
Earth, and it abideth, They continue thu day according to thine 
Ordinances, And then he concludes, For all are thy Servants, 
And upon enquiry Fe ſhall find his afſertion true. Do but 
lift up your eyes to the Heavens, and as the Prince of the 
Philoſophers affirms them” to be in perpetual motion ; ſo 
he that was a Prince as well as 2 Philoſopher, obſerves that 
they move in that Sphere which their all-wiſe Framer fixt 
them in, Pſal.19, 1, The Heavens declare the Glory of God. 
And if we behold the Sun, it confutes Copernicus, Repoyceth 
as a ſtrong man to run his race, V. 5. Should I take you up 
into the third Heaven, the Heaven of Heavens, the Angels 
there are miniſtring Spirits, Heb. 1. ult. Angels and Arch- 
Angels, and all the company of Heaven, all the Orders of 
that Celeſtial Hierarchy, they do God's Commandments, and 
execute bis pleaſure, Pal. 103,20, 21. If we look upon the 
creatures here below, they bear a part in this ſervice, the Se3 
hath the boundary of God's decree for its ebbing and flow- 
ing ; hicherto ſhalt thou extend thy proud waves and no fur- 
ther : the moſt inconſiderable inferiour particles of the uni- 
verſe, the Snow, and Vapour, and Stormy-Wind are ſaid 
to fulfil bis Word, Pſal. 148. 8: So that this relation of Ser- 
vants the Angels thoſe heavenly Courtiers diſdain not,. and 
the lower parts of the World are not too mean foran Inte- 
xeſt in; then certainly Man the Lord of this ſublimary World 
can upon no account plead exemption, he'is a ſervant, But 
as the Apoſtle uſes the compariſon touching the ReſurreQi- 
©N, 1 Car,15.42, One Star arffertth from anciber Star in glory, 
| Or, 
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or as the ſame Apoſtle expreſſes it, In a great boyſe thee 

are not only weſſels of gold and ſilver, but alſo of word and 

earth, 2. Tim. 2.20, ſo t'is here in the large Houſe-hold of 

the ſupernal and lower world, each ſervant hath his province 
: & employment ſet him ſuitable to thoſe capacities, by which 

he is inabled to make a diſcharge of his duty, which what 

Man's is, is a ſeaſonable enquiry ; and, 

IT. The ſecond part of the text, As a Servant what is 
mans employment expreſt in theſe words, /o doing. Man 
hath a work to do, but what it is you cannot imagine in 
that little ſcantling of time allotted for this exerciſe I ſhould 
fully diſcourſe to you, the doing the particulars of which 
will take up our whole lives, did they never ſo far exceed 
Davids ſumme of them. Ir is to doe the work which God 
hath ſet us and ſent us into the world to do, briefly 'tis doing 
the works of our general and particular calling. 

I. The works of our general calling as Chriſtians. . And 
here the Chriſtian is obliged to the obſervance of that divine 
precept, Rom. 13. 7. To render to all their dues. And the 
duties of our general calling are reducible to theſe three 
heads, whicht:- Apoſtle == us in charge, Tt.2, 12, 
To live fob+rly, righteouſly and godly\in this preſent world. 

:, Tobeg#r ith our duty to him, who is the beginning 
6 all (41:75, ad Lord of the family. And this we are carly 
eall'd upon by the wiſeman to make a diſcharge of, Fecle/, 
12. 1. Remember now thy Creator in the dayes of thy youth. 
He that gave us our being, po for our well-bcing, and 
hath contriv'd our being happy, (unleſs we our ſclves 
fruſtrate the deſign) may upon all accounts challenge a grate- 
full ſervice and homage,there being nothing in the cl more 
rational then Religion and the Worlhip of a Deity. And 
here the Chriſtian Path 4 large task of duty, the performance 
of all internal and external acts af Piety and Devotion, the 

$5 B min- 
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maintaining alwaies a reverential dread and fear of the ;)i- 
vine Majelty,, to adore ;hat incomprehenſible Being, to 
demean our ſclves ſo towards God, as may belt comport: 
with thoſe Divine atcributes of his purity and power, wiſ- 
dome and goodneſs, ſincercly and conſcicntiouſly to perform 
all external acts of Religion, all duties of divine worſhip and 

* ſervice, to hear and pray, meditate and receive, and what 
elſe in the whole duty of man God requires of us, as his im- 
mediate worſhip, This is to live zoaly. 

2. Righteouſly, towards our fellow-Servants, To love 
my Neighbour as my ſelf, to obſerve that golden rule, fo 
much admired by the Heathen, ſo lictle- practiſed by the 
Chriſtian, ſo fully taught in the old and new Teſtamcat, ſo 
frequently preſt by Prophets and Apoſtles, and inculcated 
by our Blefled Lord , IWhatſoever we would that men ſhould do 
unto us, we ſhould do the ſame to them, Todo juſtice and to 
love mercy, to make our. ſelves friends. of the Mammon of 
unrighteouſneſs, to diſtribute to the neceſſities of the poor, 
todo good to all men, by good counſcl and a ſuitable con- 
verſation to perſwade as many as we can to be holy and reli- 
zious.and to ſave their ſouls, to reprove our offending Bro- 
ther, to bear with the influnitics of thoſe that arc weak; "to® 
comfort thoſe that mourn,. to. exhort one another to day, 
while it is called today, to do as our Bleſſed Lord did, when 
he was upon the earth, whoſe buſineſs it was to go about, 
and ſeek all opportunities of doing good, As,10, 38, 

3. Soberly, To have ſs much regard, to our (elves as to 
do nothing unworthy of that place in Gods family he hath ſer 
usin, Toobſerve all rules and precepts of ſobriety, tem- 

rance and chaſtity, Some of the heathen Philoſophers 
have diſſwaded from ſome debaucheries, as indecencies & af- 
fronts offer'd to humane Nature, but the Chriſtian hath high-. 
er motives for all ſobriety of converſation ; to reverence our 
| humane. 


LL : ASIA 
DRE”. i 3 PR I 


y 7 AT 


VE OE EPI one" 


_—_— 


— 


LIMI 


0 3. OB OE EEE A. oy OT OI 


— >” i... 2 


C It 7 


humane natare as united totheDivine in the perſon of Chriſt, 


and fo to preſerve it from all pot and defilement, -as he did 
when he was veſted with our fleſh here below; to look upon 
our bodies as Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, and ſo not to al- 
low them to be ſinks of {in and neſts of all un-leannefs : and 
laſtly, to think what they ſhall be in their glorified eſtate after 
the reſurrection, that ſo when Chriſt ſhall come to work that 
mighty change upon them, he may not find them in the 
worſt ſenſc vilc, that is, ſinful bodies. Todo all this, and fo 
to doit, as tobe ſaluted with an Euge for our well-doing, 
may well be thought no eaſy task, but that which will re- 
quire all Chriſtian diligence and circumſpection, ſo to re- 
deem the time, as to fill up every part of it with tHeproper 
duties of it, and yct aftcr all this one thing is ſtill wanting 
which is, — 

2. To be diligent in our particular Callings,that ſtate and 
condition of life to which God hath call'd each of us,as ſome 
to be Magiſtrates, ſome Miniſters, ſome Merchants, ſome Ar- 
tificers, &c, The Command of God to earn our bread in the 
ſweat of our brows,the prevention of idlencſs, the obligation 
+ providing for our families, God's diſtribution of ſevcral 
£iics, the benefit of humane ſociety and the Weal-publick, 
beſveak :1e necelſity of ſomeCalling or other for every-man 
to 2mploy and buſte himſelf in. Here perhaps there may 
be ſome will cenſure ny diſcourſe tg be ungencile, and that 
I maintain a paradox to affirm, as Ido, that every man muſt 
labour in ſome calling-or other ; if you bring up this levelling 
huggour, where's the Gentleman ? was not.he born like that 
Leviathan cb ſpcaks of,only to take his paſtime in the World ? 
But a Reverend and modeſtt Author hath | 
made it out to be no Solceciſm co aſſert a T Cargo of tic 
Gentleman to have a Calling, the orderly OI 
diſpoſal of his Family, the preſerving what in him lycs peace 

2 among 


: bo [ 12 ] 
among his Neighbours, the influencing all he-converſes with 
by a good example will ro: &ffer him to be an exception tb 


chis general rule, that every man in the world hath a Calling, 


and to be _— in it is every mans duty, and that which 


is highly juſtifiable :for the husband-man to be at his plough 


the trades-man in his ſhop, the ſchollar at his book, is to 
ſo doing. Buthere we muſt obſerye a double caution, 
1. Thatour general and particular Calling do not juſtle 


out or enterfere upon the duties of each other. The wiſe - 


Steward renders to each his portion in due ſeaſon. It is a fin 
for me to be in the marker or in a worſe place, when I ſhould 
be at the Church ; and on the other hand, an indifcreet 
zeal muſt notmake me neglet my Calling and to provide 


for my family , ſuch a profeſſion renders me worſe than an - 


infidel, _ 

2, We muſt be ſure keep within the bounds of our particu- 
lar Calling fot which"we have an expreſs command. r Cor.7, 
24. Ltt every man, wherein be is called, therein abide with God, 
He that holds the plough muſt not touch the Ark, the Apton 
and the Ephod, the Shop and the Pulpit are diſtin, unleſs 
our Mechanick Preachcrscan confure St. Paul, who ſaith, 
that all ar# not Prophets, nor all Apdfiles, nor'all Teachtre, The 
motion of a Chriſtian muſt not be excentrick, he muſt keep 
within bounds. . Noman can climb the Throne or the Pulpit 
without a warrant from God,: leſt it be ſaid to him, as the 
Egyptian to Moſer, Exod, 2. 14. Who made thet a Pritite, a 
Juape over us ? who made thee a Preacher ? for Nb man taketh 
this honour unto himſelf but he that is called of God,as was Aaron, 
Heb. 5. 4. 

Thus have I with all imaginable brevity gone through the 
ſeveral parts of mans duty, ſhewed him what ir is the Lord 
doth require of him, to do juſtly, to love tnercy, to be ſober 
and temperate, and walk humbly with his Gad, So that by 

| way 
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way of Application you will eafily infer with me. 

1. That'tis not nil agendo, doing nothing, 1dleneſs is 
the Devils anvil, on which he hammers us into any ſhape of 
vice or wickednefs, tis a tempting of the Tempter, a giving 
him the opportunity of throwing a temptation in our way, 
and þ may 1. it was St, Hteromes advice to be alwaies buſted, 
to prevent the Devils having this advantage over us. Sem- 
per bont altquid operis facito, ut Diabolus te ſemper inveniat occu- 

atum., Had David been in the Camp or at Council-table, 
when he walkt on the battlements of his houſe, Bath/heba 
had wafht her ſelf without defiling ##iabs bed, Man is of 
an active nature, it he be doing nothing, he will quickly be 
doing ſomething he ſhould not. . Nor, 

2. Is it nil bont agendo,aoing that which is as good as nothing, 
To ſpend a morning mnter ſpeculum et pettinem, our eyes would 
ake and ourhands grow weary, (hould a Prayer-Book be our 
entertainment but a third part of that time the comb and the 
glaſſe take us up, One meal conſumes as much of our pre- 
cious time as Luther ſpent of the whole day in prayer, which 
was three houres. Stratonitus ſaid of the Kbeatanr, that 


= they built houſes as if they were immortal, but feaſted as if 


they w2re to live but a little while;we who dwell in houſes of 
clays feaſt as if we were immortal, no lite beyond this, 
as if the indulging our ſenſual appetites were the higheſt (2- 
tisfaction of our reaſonable nature, and the hoc agere of a 
Chriſtian, An empty viſit, wherein our entertainment is 
2n idle and uncharitable cenſure of the actions of others, 
and a debaucht Theatre ſhare the reſt of the day. Than theſe 
the Emperours pricking of flies will be found a bulte idleneſs.: 


' more innocent, . Nor, 


3. Is it male agendo, doing that which 1s worſe than nething, 
doing evil, committing ſin. This is the Devil's work, and as 


he ſets them to work, trom him they muſt expect their Wages, 
| whic 


which what it is the Apoſtle lets them know beforehand, Row; 

6.23,The wayes of [in is eternal death, This will not paſs in the 
account, it will not be well our Lord ſhould find us fo doing 
if he doth, we ſhall have ſmall thanks for our pains. Which 
minds me of the third general of the text, 

3. The account will be takin of him, the Lord of the fa- 
mily will come to take it himſelf,though it be intimated, that 
the time when he will come is very uncertain, Here we muſt 
know that there is a particular and a general coming of our 
Lord to Judgement. His particular coming to Judgment 
is on every one in particular at the hour of death, Eccl.12. 7, 
Then ſhall the duſt return to the earth as it was : and the ſpirit 

[hall return unto God who gave it, Where by the return of the 
ſoul to God, we muſt underſtand its giving up an account of 
all its ations done in the fleſh, whether good or evil z as cer- 
tainly as the Body at death returns to its earthly Mother to 
bediilolved, ſo afſuredly the ſoul returnes to its heavenly fa- 
ther to be judged. The gencral coming of Chriſt ſhall be at 
the laſt day, when the dead bodies ſhall ariſe out of their 
ares and both ſoul and body receive the ſentence of abſo- 


ution or condemnation, Fobn. 5. 29, All that are in the graves 


" ſhall come forth, they that have dine good, unto the reſurreftion 
of life, and they that have done evil, unto the reſurreftion of dam 
natton, This latter is a ratification and publication of the 
former,and a more full collation or infliction of reward or py- 
niſhment. Each of thoſe Advents of our Lord are certain, 
butthe time of them very uncertain, d | 
i. His particular coming to Judgment is certain, which 
is at the hour of death, There is a Decree for this paſt 
and ſign'd in Heaven. Heb, 9g. 27, It is appointed for all Men 
once to date. And you know what follows that, And this 
Decree is irreverſible like the Laws of the Medes and Perſians, 
Dcaths vait ſpoils and large triumphs ſuſhciently prove its 
| univerſal 
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univerſalEmpire; *Tis not to purpoſe to inſiſt 1pon this, when 
there's ſcarce any man living will ſhew himſelf ſo little a man, 
as to queſtion whether he be mortal. The wiſe and the fool, the 
King and the Subject, the Paſtor and his Flock, the Honon- 
rable and the vile Perſon, the Rich man and the Beggar, all 
muſt ly down in the duſt ,and make therr bed, as ob ſpeaks, 
the darkneſs, Put though there be an appointed time for this 
oreat and laſt change of man, yet when that time will come 
is very uncertain, Thoſe infinite difcaſes and catualties to 
which the life of man is incident, & fo cafily cut the thread of 
it, fully evince that there is nothing more certain then the un- 
certainty of the hour of death. One dies in his nonage, ano- 
ther in the ſtrength and vigour of his years, and another in a 
full age: oncin his bed,and another in the ficld. Hodie mb, 
eras thi, The Bell went tor ſuch a one laſt, but who ſhall go 
next God knows.,, Toany of us that are herc in health this 
nour, ww for all, we know bctore the next it may be ſaid as 
St, Peter to Sapphira, Air. 5, Behold the fect of them which 
brought this honorable Perſon to her grave, are ready to bear 
thee to the ſame place. And thertore tis a point of the greate(t 
©... #2 to conftaccourlatter end and prepare for it, {ince its 
'is Gunccrivin. And perhaps in this caſe, that advice 
ot 55 was nc: amils, to him that deſired to know when was 
the beſt time to rep-nt and reform his lite in,to whom he gave 
this anſwer,that it was ſafeſt todo that the day before he died, 
which was that preſent day for any thing he was aſſurcd of 
the contrary. 

2. As his particular coming at the hour of death is certain, 
ſo is his laſt coming at the end of the World. The ſon of ax 
ſhall come in his glory, and all his holy Angels with hin, and [all 
fit upon the Throne of bs glory, Mat. 25. 31. And then we muſt 
all appear before the 7 udgment-ſeat of (friſt, that every one may 
recerve the things done in his Bodyy according to that he hath 

__ | done 
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done, whether it be good or bad, 2 Cor, 5. 10. And St. Peter hath 
deſcribed this day with its attendant circumſtances, 2, Pee, 
3+ 10. The day of the Lord will come, mm the which the Heavens 

ſhall paſs away with a great noiſe, and the elements ſhall melt with 
fervent heat, the earth alſo and the works that are theretn ſhall be 
burnt up. This is an Article of our faith, that Chriſt will 
come to judge the quick and the dead, and is a deduQtion in 

Divinity that the belicfof a God and of his providence and 
government of the world doth neceſſarily infer. But of 
that day and hour, when this judgment ſhall paſs on the whole 
world, knoweth no man. Our Lord hath told us, that this 
his coming will be as athief in the night, to allarm us to ſtand 
upon our guard and watch, that we be not guilty of the im- 
providence, and ſo overtaken with the ſurprize of the foo- 
liſh Virgins : We have the Doctrine of Chriſts coming, and 
the uſe we ſhould make of it both laid down by our Bleſſed 
Saviour in the 42. wv, of this ch, 1Vatch therefore, for you know 
not what hour your Lord doth come. And again verſ. 44, There- 
fore be ye alſo ready : for in ſuch an hour you think not, the ſon of 
m:an cometh. There have indeed been ſome ſo bold as to ad- 
venture to define thoſe times and ſeaſons which the Father 
hath put in his own power and to pretend to a diſcovery of” 
the Arcana Imperi: of Heaven, among the reſt to determine 
when this day ſhall be; but in that time hath overcome and 
outworn ſeveral their computations, the preſumption of their 
folly nceds no other confutation, 

To preſs you to that which is the natural reſult of this Do- 
@rine, diligence and faithfulneſs in doing your duty, I ſhall 
only urge you with a double con{ideration about this coming 
of our Lord, 

[. It will be a ſevere and tr'& account our Lord will take 
of us when he comes, He will bring every work into judg- 
ment with every ſecret thing, Ecdles. 12. 14, All our irreligi- 


on 
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irreligion and prophaneſs, our injuſtice and oppreffion, our 
intemperance and uncleanneſs, There will be no impoſing 
on him, no prevaricating with him, no palliating any 
fault, cloaking it from him, befof# whom all things are naked 
and open, Heb. 4.13. Indeed if we be found faithful, and that 
in the maine we are not tardy, God will overlook ( I do not 
ſay he ſces not, but ) he will paſs by our failings and infir- 
mities, our humane frailties. Burt there be two things, ei- 
ther of which it we be found guilty of, it will go hard with us 
inſtead of an evge we ſhall have an apage, Hypocridic or Par- 
tiality. 

1. Hypocriſie and Inlincerity in his Service, whatſoever 
we do, we muſt do it heartily, as tothe Loxd, The heart is 


- the chicf part of the Sacrifice, which if ic be wanting, God 


loaths the Oblation, be it never ſo Coſtly. 79 love the Lord 
our God with all the Heart, with all the Soul, and with all the 
Mind, is the firſt and great Commandment of the Law, Mat.22. 
$7;38, To bow and cringein the Temple, as the Syrian in 
the houſe of 7/»*mon, and the heart to be at a diſtance, is a 
Service £.-.xfor ſach & blind Idol, than an all-ſeeing, heart- 
frarching 00h, 
" 2. Pariiclity, Amoſt unhappy error men are willing to 
deceive themſelves with, they think to do the will of God 
in a Figure will ſerve the turn, and fo give him a part for 
the whole. If they are Zealous and forward in his Service 
and Worſhip, he will wink at their Injuſtice and Oppreſſion, 
or if I am open-handed I may be wicked-hearted; an Alms 
ſhall diſpenſe for my Uncleanneſs, my Loyalty atone for 
my Impicty and Debauchery , if I have heapt up an Eſtate 
by indirect mearls and unrightcous practiſes, to build a ſinall 
Hoſpital,or bequeath a petty Legacy to the Poor will ſ:nci- 
fie the whole lump of ill-gotten goods, and effect my par- 
don for all my wickedneſs, But God delivered to us the 
C whole 
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whole Decalogue, and for the :v.1ole he will account with us, 
I'm ſure we (hall never enter into the Kinydom of Heaven 
with a aim d obedience. It at the laſt day we thall plead 
any of this, the good deeds we nav done, and think that 
they will expiate for whatſocver elfe we have omitted, 
Chriſt will reply to us. a: to the, Prari/ees 3 Theſe out ye 
to hate done, and not have 1-*, the other undone, David's confi- 
dence was onely in a Catholick Obedience, P/al. 119.6. 
Then ſhall 1 not be aſhamed, when I have reſpect unto all thy 
(ommand nents. 

2. The Sentencethat will be then paſt is final and de- 
cifive beyond any appeal or rehearing. An error here is of 
moſt unhappy conſequence, th-re is no place for a ſecond, 
We ſhall then be adjudged either to an happy or a diſmal 
Eternity, to everlaſting life or endleſs puniſhment, Pray- 
ers and Tears, Repentance and promiſes of amendment, 
which if ſincere, are in this life cffectual for Mercy and Par- 
don, will then be unavailable: ſo that indeed we have the 
Sentence of Life and Death within our ſelves, tis in our own 
choice whether we will be happy or.miſcrable to all eternity, 


Theſe two eſtates depend upon our acquitting our ſelves here | 
in our Maſter's ſervice ; iFupon our Lord's ſeeming delay of 


his coming, we ſhall ſmite our tellow-ſervants, eat and drink 
with the drunken, be riotous and diſorderly in the family, 
what can we expect but to have our portion affigyd us with 
Hypocrites,where there ſhal be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth ? 
On the other hanJ,if we are emulous of happineſs,and ſtudi- 
ous of our Lord's approbation, we muſt be faithful and di- 
ligent, work if we expc& wages, abound in every good work 
of humility, ſobriety and charity ; for with him it ſhall fare 
well, whom his Lord when he cometh ſhall find ſo doing, he 
thall recieve a blefſing from the Lord, And this brings me 


to, 
4&4. The. 


LIM 


[ 19 Þ 

4. The laſt part of the Text, the reward of that Servant 
that ſhall be found faithful and diligent ; Bleſſ7.1 rs that »er= 
vant whom his Lord fall find ſo doing. And here two things 
ofter themſelves to our conſideration. 1, The conſtancy and 
perſeverance of a Chriſtian in well-doing ; who»: hts Lord ſpall 
find ſo doing. 2. His crown of reward for ſo doing , Bleſſed 
is that ſervant. But a word of cach of theſe, and I have done. 

I. The conſtancy and perſeverance of a Chriſtian in well- 
doing ; IWhom his Lord &c. *Tis conſtancy crowns all our 
actions. . He whoſe virtue like Ephraim's goodneſs, Hoſca 
13, evaporates and dwindles away,as the morning (loud, and 
early dew, that will be baffled in his Chriſtian Courſe by a 
thwarting temptation, and grows weary of well doing, puts 
an affront upon Religion,8& is juſtly deprived the hopes of its 
reward, Bur he that amidſt the foul ſhocks of Satanand an 
evil world, abides like a rock in the Seca, Rtinds immoveable 
as Mount Sion, he thall receive a Kingdom which cannot be mo- 
ved, The devotion of a Chriſtian like the veſtal fire mult 
burn continually, never go out, he muſt be like the Sun in the 
firmameat fixt in his orb, and rejoyce as a Gyant to run his 
courie, give ſhine in the world to the lateſt minute of his ſet- 
tives. The prize is at the end of a Chriſtian's race, We read 
in.iced,, at, 20. of ſome that came late into the vincyard, 
b:1t v4 .: 2ne that received the penny but thoſe that wrought 
in it till their Lord call'd them out, When St. Pau! had h- 
aiſht his courſe then and not till then he could put forth his 
hand to receive the (ror 2 of Rigbteouſneſs, 2 lim. 4.7, 8. 
Trour }.ord £19 15 io dutirg he will pronounce us bleſſed, 

I. The laſt particular, rhe crown ot reward for fo doing; 
Ble{f-a :r that Servant, Here 'tis not to be expected in the 
ray: 19 of thoſe tew ſands that are yetbchind, I ſhould ful- 


Ix \.n,cly deſcribe the Bicſſedncls of the Text. He that 
{Wizi: che young man can truly ſay, 0; nt; hee obſervati, he 
C - thor 
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that doth theſe things with faithfulneſs and diligence, ſhall 
better underſtand this bleſſedneſs by a fruition of ir, then by 
the largeſt account can be given of it, however allow me but 
in two words to give a ſhort and diſtant proſpect of this Holy 


Land, as it were to ſhew you a glimpſe of this happineſs, 


'Tis tobe able to mee: the K2zng of terrours without tear, to 
bid Death welcome as the mefſenger of happy tydings, to 
have the Soul enlarged from a priſon of fin and ſorrow, trou- 
ble and temptation, to have a company of the Militia of Hea- 
yen, the Courtiers of the great King conduct and introduce 
us into the Royal Preſence,to have the whole Quire of Saints 
and Angels ſhout at our entrance, and welcome us into the 
joys of our Lord,to cnjoy the pleaſures of the ſpirits of juſt men 
made perfeft,to look back w'h amazing tranſport on that world 
of ſin and miſery we are reſcued from and have left behind 
us, thoſe vaſt rocks and dangers we eſcaped ſhipwracking on, 
to admire God's goodneſs, and praiſe him tor it continually : 
and after all this,when the Harveſt is ripe,and the end of the 
world is come, and the conſummation of all things, to have 
our bodies at the reſurrection taſhioned like the glorious bo- 


dy of Chriſt, and be made a fit recepracle for the ſoul to en- 


ter and for ever dwell in, tobe caught up in the clouds, and meet 
the Lord in the air, to have our perſons pronounc'd righteous 
and innocent in the hearing of men and Angels, to fit on the 
bench with Chriſt,to encompaſs his royal ſeat of Judicaturgy 
and with him judge the world of wicked inen ; and after this 
grand Aſſize is over, to have a more ſolemn inaugration into 
blifſe, each of us to take his place in the upper houſe, to 
be ſeated about the Throne of God, and there to befor ever 
with the Lord. 

Thus have I carried you thorough the ſeveral parts of my 
Text, and at laſt brought you to he haven where you would 


be 
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be, the haven of reſt, the higheſt Heavens, Let me 
now intreat you to take one tum in the valley of the 
ſhadow of death, whilſt I apply my diſcourſe, and you 
your meditation tothis /ad [ext before us. Of this Ho- 
norable Perſon our deceaſed Siſter, and my ever honou- 
red Lady, I hope it is not expected, it may ſeem need- 
leſs for me to ſay much to you her Relations, Neigh- 
bours and Acquaintance, to whom ſhe was ſo well 
known, and eſpecially in this place where her works 
ſo loudly praiſe her in the gates : I ſhall not therefore 
powr forth the whole Box, only ſhed: a few drops 
of this precious Oyntment, Not to tell you that the 
was deſcended of an antient and honourable Family, 
( though that be a thing not contemptible ) this her 
juſt funeral Exequies declare better than I can, but 
vix ea noſtra voce, my task is to blazon a more noble 
Eſcutchcon, her Honours ſhe bears in the Herauldry 
of Heaven, her Vertues which were properly her own, 
and a more enobling nobility then that derived from her 
An:clours, Inher minority ſhe had ( as I am well 
_ 16{3::1ed, and have good reaſon to believe) the advan- 
»4; . and bleſſing of a vertuous affd ſevere education, 
w.ich carly tincture left that reliſh, which verified wiſe 
Solomons waxime, Pro. 22, 6. Train up a (bild in the 
way be ſhould go : and wiznhbe is old, be will not depart 
fromit. At an unuſual age ( though mature in regard 
of her gravity and diſcretion ) ſhe entred into a married 
eſtate, in which above fourty years ſhe was a moſt loy- 
ing and loyal Conſort to her dear Lord, in which time 
ſhe had ſo fully ſtudied Solomons Ozconomicks, that her 
life was a moſt exact tranſcript of them; and withour 
the leaſt flattery, I may ſay, her carriage in her dome- *® 
ſtick Relations was the beſt Commentarie I ever met 
with. 
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with upon the 31 ch, of Proverbs, Solomons deſcription 
of a vertuous woman, and a good houſewife. It ever 
any woman had that ornament of a meek and quiet ſpi- 
rit in her family, which St. Peter makes tobe of ſo 
great price in the ſight of God, this good Lady had it, 
To her now diſconſolate Lord ſhe was ſuch a wife as 
Solomon deſcribes. Pro. J1. 12. foe will do him good all 
the dates of ber life , to her Childrena tender ml indul- 
gent Mother, to her Servants a loving and kind Miſ: 
treſs. — But there were among many other three emi- 
nent vertues in this excellent Perſon, which ſhould I 
not mention, beſides a great injuſtice to the dead, in 
ſuffering her name to dye, I ſhould wrong the living of 
a worthy example, her Piety, her Charity, her Pa- 
tience and Chriſtian Magnanimity, 

I. I begin at the Houſe of God, where ſhe ſo delight- 
ted to be, her Prety. And in this ſhe was not new- 
fangled, as the Age, but old-faſhioned, Her Religi- 
on was not a bare ſhew. or an empty noiſe, only that 
of the tongue or an outſide paint, but her Piety was ſo- 


lid and ſubſtantial, even and uniform, that which exer- 


ted it ſelf in the fraitsof a good life. As to the exter- 
nal a&s of Divine Service and Worſhip, ſhe was moſt 
frequent in them, ſhe ſeldom took up with ſo little as 
David's morning, evening, and noon,: but very often 
came up to the Pſalmiſt's higheſt Pitch of deyotion, of 
praying to and praiſing of God ſeven times in the day, 


beſides her publique and cloſet-devotions,ſhe conſtant- . 


ly attended on the morning and evening ſacrifice of her 
family, in which ſhe gave a moſt eminent example: 
the ſticking of a pin, or the laying of a hair kept her 
© not till the ſervice was half over, but her zeal for the 
ſervice of God made her careleſs of what habit or dreſs 
: | ſhe 
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came in, rather then ſtay away or come tardy ; 
xceecing devotion carricd her to Davids pious optivr, 
to enjoy the Door-keepers place to be firſt in and laſt ort 
of the Houſe of God. And truly ſhe was of Joſaua's 
ſociable temper, ſhe was for / and my houſe will ſerve 
the Loxd, Her ſervants never met with greater diſ- 
pleaſure or more ſevere chiding from her  - for the 
negle@ of their duty to God. 

IT. As her Pzety was great, ſo her (harity was large. 
As God had given her the riches of thts world, ſo the 
knew full well that ſhe had more in her Cuſtody than 
was her own, the poor's por.ion ; ſhe look't upon her 
ſelf as the Almighty's Almoner, and underſtood it his 
pleaſure ſhe hould diſpenſe bountifully. An empty 
belly, a naked back, or the ſores ofa an \ helpleſs La- 
zar, were ſuch oratory as ever prevail'd for her rclief, 
I am confident there be many here weeping, as the Wi- 
dows over Dorcas, : A#s, 9, that can ſhew the coats 
and garments ſhe provided for them, and who were 


 —_ 


cloathed and fed by her bounty. She might juſtly have 
made t!.e proteſtation of Feb ; If I bave "ſeen any periſh 
for want of cleathing, or anv poor for want of covering: tf 
br lu;nes have not bleſſed me, and if be were not warmed 


with the fleece of my ſheep, Fob. 31.19. 20. She was 


wiſe in her Charity, au:4 underſtood her own intereſt 
well, and knew that ſuch lowing brought in a plenti- 
ful crop, a great encreaſe, that ſhe ſhould make a great 


feturn for all ſhe thus laid out, and ſhould be reimbur- 


ſed with an intereſt infinitely above the principal, when 
her Lord at the laſt day ſhall publiquely re: "The her lay- 
ings out ; Hungry, and ye fed me, thirſly, and Je gave me 


drink, naked,and ye cloathed me. 


3- Her Patience and Chriſtian Magnanimity, _ 
e. 
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here T may well truly break forth in admiration, as t 
Father upon the ſtory of the. Woman of Canaan; Mrra re 


 "evangeliſla,mulier non multer &c, O wonderful! a womat 


and more then a woman! Troubles 8 afflictions ſhe ha 
what Saint ever had not ? indeed how could her vertus 
have been ſo bright and eminent without them; But het 
deportment —_ them was admirable, her truſt and 
confidence in God ſo ſtayed hcr up, that ſhe could be 
fervent and compoſ'd in he devotions, and chearful i 
her family, when the greateſt preſſures lay upon her: 
nay,to the former they did cver add vigour and activity. 
If at any time the tyaves came ſo thick upon her, that 
ſhe found her ſelf with Peter ready to fink, ſhe quick! 
'catch't hold of a ſure ſtay, and recovered her ſelf witt 
David's reaſoning in the like extremity. Þ/. 43, ver. ult, 
Why art thos caſt down,0 my ſol! ſtill put thy truſt in God, 
The meditations of an holy man” upon 
Dr, Sibbs which place of Scripture ſhe very often;had 
pon that recourſe unto. To haſten, | 
text, There werc two circumſtances about the| 
death of this eminent Saint I muſt not omit. ' 
About a fortnight before ſhe dy'd, ſhe deſired the holy 
Sacrament at my hands, which I gave her the Sunday 
following ; all the week before ( notwithſtanding her 
orcat bodily weakneſs ) with great devotion ſhe was 
preſent at the prayers of her family, and after that 
continued her attendance to. the very laſt, This Coe- 
leſtial Banquet ſo refreſh'd her ſoul, that the joyes and 
ſatisfa&ion ſhe then poſfeſt were a happy anticipation, 
a delicio-'s fore-taſte- of that Heaven, from which ſhe 
was not to be long abſent: and here her good nature 
and Chriſtian Charity took an pccafion to expreſs it 
{elf in teing kindly avgry with ſome of her Servants 


for 
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for their negle of that opportunity of 'comibg to. Yhe 
Lords $ upper, and ſo not tharing with her in ſo great a 
comfort and happineſs. She that had been a careful ob- 
ferver of the Lords day in her life, haſted early on that 


_ day-to the celebration of an cternal Sab-. , 


bath in the Heavens. In a word, asif in Departed a- 
the language of David concerning God's bout two «- 
houſe, the had ſaid of her little Sanfuary: clock on ſun- 
Here will 1 dwel, for I have a delight there- day morning 
im. But a few hours before the departed 

this life, the was at praycrs with the family at the 
Chappel, and I doubt nor but aftewthat in her greateſt 
Agonies and extremity, which laſtedMfot very long, the 
had pious Ejaculations and holy Soliloquies, her Lord 
found her ſo doing, and ſhe is now in poſſeſſion of the 
bleſſedneſs of the Text. Where let us leave her, and 

ive mc leave to addreſs my ſelf in two words, 

I. Toher ncar and dear Relations, 1 dare not for- 
bid you U:c (ſhedding of ſome tears tothe memory of ſo 
»recious a Sainr, and good a Mother,'but I beg you to 
i:.2derare thun with your Chriſtian hopes. Your 
lofs is great, and truly ſois mine , though I my} not 
equal ir, and ſo is her death to all that had the Wour 
and happineſs of her acquaintance. But if you have 
one eye upon your loſs, let your other be upon her 
gain, her advantage, her happineſs , methinks ſhe 
beſpeaks you, Daughters weep not for me, but for your- 
ſelves and Children ; and look upon her death not fo 
much a loſs neither, as a ſhort privation of her compa- 
ny ; conſider her non amiſſam ſed premiſſam ; not loſt, 
only gone a lictle betore to that Reſt we all labour at- 


ter, 
D Il. And 


I. And'to all that arc here preſent, that knew her; 
let me beg you to-let her mernory be preciaus with you, 
let her vertues never dyc, but be perſwaded to an imi- 
tation ofthem, fix this great example continually be- 
fore your eye. TI conclude all with the exhortation of 
the Apoſtle, Phil. 4. 8. Frnelly, Brethren, whatſoever 
things are tree ,, nbatſvever thrugs are honeſt, whatſoever 
things are jaſt , whatſoever things are pure , whatſarver 
things are lovely, whatfeeter things ate of good report : 
if there be any vertur,, and if there be any praiſe, think on 
theſe things ani do them 5 that when our Lord that come, 
he may find us {5 agrup , and pronounce us bleſſed, 

| * 
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